January 12, 2012
The Honorable Sharon Runner
California State Senate
State Capitol, Room 2052
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 924 (Walters) Direct Access to Physical Therapists Services - SUPPORT
Dear Senator Runner:
As a constituent I am writing to express my strong support for SB 924, legislation that will allow consumers to directly access physical therapist services.  

I support SB 924 for many reasons. SB 924 will streamline health care delivery and increase consumer choice.  Under current law, patients must receive permission from a physician before they can begin treatment for their symptoms, which may simply include "knee pain" or " neck". Currently, 36 states allow patients to directly access physical therapist treatment (17 with unlimited direct access and 19 with some restrictions) and they have been doing so safely for an average of 25 years. In 36 other states, Medicare pays for the direct treatment by physical therapists before a formal diagnosis is determined by a physician. In California, a 46 year old Attorney General's opinion denies Medicare recipients their equal right to direct access to the same physical therapy services afforded to patients in those 36 other states. 

Lastly, physical therapy education and training justifies clarification and recognition by the legislature that the profession is qualified to treat patients' impairments and movement dysfunctions without a formal diagnosis of a disease. The minimum educational standard to become a physical therapist in California today is a Master’s Degree. In 2015, a Doctoral Degree will be the new educational standard. 
I urge you to vote YES on SB 924 when it is heard in the Senate Appropriations Committee. 

Sincerely,

(NAME)

(ADDRESS)
